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earth. Dust particles in the air also have
an important relation to rainfall, as each
particle serves as a nucleus about which a
drop of mist gathers. Masses of mist form
clouds, and when condensation takes place
there is a fall of rain. Dust is also an
agent in the spread of disease, since flying'
particles may carry about germs that cause
sickness. Washing, oiling- or tarring streets
and roads when there is much dust in the air
is a safeguard.
DUTCH EAST INDIES, a name given to
the Dutch possessions in the Malay Archi-
pelago, comprising Sumatra, Java, Madura,
Kiau Lingga, Billiton, Celebes, Moluccas,
Bali and many minor islands, with parts
of Borneo, Papua and Timor. The capital
is Batavia. The total area is estimated to
be 683,000 square miles, and the population,
(1920), 49,000,000.
DUTCH GUIANA, ge aVnah, now official-
ly called surinam, is a colony on the
Atlantic coast of South America, belonging
to the Netherlands. Brazil is south, Brit-
ish Guiana is west, and French Guiana is
east. The area is 54,291 square miles—
about equal to that of Mississippi; in 1931
it had a population of 153,306, not including
negroes and forest Indians. About one-
third of the people live in Paramaribo, the
capital city, whose population was 47,318
in 1931. The language is Dutch; there is
entire religious freedom. Government is in
the hands of four councilors, appointed by
the sovereign of the Netherlands. The coun-
try lies slightly north of the equator, and
the agricultural products are such as are
found in all warm climates. The prin-
cipal sources of income are from sugar,
bananas, cacao, rice, rum and molasses.
Corn grows in the higher altitudes.
The Netherlands acquired this territory
from England in 1667 in exchange for New
Netherlands (now New York) in North
America. Since then it has reverted twice
to England, but in 1814 Netherlands claim
was confirmed by the London. Convention,
at the close of the Napoleonic wars which
sent the "Little Corporal" to Elba.
, DUTCH METAL, an alloy containing 84%
parts copper and 15% parts zinc. It has a
fine golden-yellow color, is ductile, malleable
and tenacious. When beaten out by a process
analogous to that for gold leaf, until the
sheets are less than 1-50,00Oth part of an
inch tMck, it constitutes Butch leaf, or Dutch
 foil,  and is used instead of gold leaf for
ornamental purposes.
DUTIES, See tax; customs duties $
internal revenue.
DVINA, dvenah', a river which rises in
Northern Russia and flows in a general rorth-
westerly direction, into the White Sea at the
Gulf of Archangel. At Archangel, before
it separates into four estuaries, it is four
miles broad. It is navigable as far as
Suchona, and is connected with the Volga by
canal. The length of the river is 760 miles.
DVINSK, dveensk, the Russian name for
Diinaburg (which see).
DVORAK, dvoSjsha'hk, antonin (1841-
1904), a Bohemian composer, born in Miill-
hausen. He studied at the Prague Conser-
vatory and at Vienna. Much of his life was
spent in England and in the United States.
From 1802 to 1895 he was director of the
National Conservatory in ISTew 5Tork. While
in America he became interested in negro and
Indian melodies, and some fine expressions
of these are to be found in his works. His
compositions include symphonies, operas and
sacred compositions, among the last the best
known being Stabat Mater and Requiem
Mass, With Smetana he stands at the head
of Bohemian composers.
DWAEF, a term applied to any animal or
plant greatly below the usual size of its kind,
particularly to an unusually small human
being. Accounts of dwarf tribes in Africa
have been common from early times, and it
would appear from the accounts of Du
Chaillu, Schweinfurth and other travelers
that there are several dwarfish tribes through-
out that continent. Chief among these are
the Akka dwarfs of Central Africa; and a
race is said to exist in the Congo, not as a
distinct community, but mixed with other
tribes.
Individual dwarfs occur in all races and
were formerly a fashionable appendage to
the courts of princes and the families of
nobles. Jeffery Hudson, the favorite dwarf
of Charles I, at the age of thirty is said to
have been only eighteen inches high, though
he afterward grew to three feet nine inches,
Bebe, the celebrated dwarf of Stanislas of
Poland, was thirty-three inches; Wybrand
Lolkes, a Dutch dwarf, when sixty years of
age was only twenty-seven inches; Francis
Flynn—"General Mite"—was only twenty-
one inches at sixteen. The best-known dwarf
of modern times was Charles H, Stratton—

